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JESSICA GAUDET, et al. ROBERT K LEWIS

v.

MICHAEL LEE CRANE MICHAEL LEE CRANE
NO ADDRESS ON RECORD

STAY OF PROCEEDINGS
STATUS CONFERENCE SET

The Court has received Plaintiffs’ Petition for Appointment of Guardian Ad Litem filed 
November 7, 2013. No opposition has been filed.

Plaintiffs move for the appointment of a guardian ad litem as counsel for Defendant 
Michael Lee Crane to investigate and report to the Court the need for a guardian to be appointed 
for Mr. Crane.  Plaintiffs believe that Mr. Crane lacks the capacity to represent and protect his 
interests. Plaintiffs ultimately hope to procure an assignment of Mr. Crane’s claim against his 
homeowners insurance carrier, Electric Insurance Company. They seek a limited guardianship 
that will allow a guardian to review and execute the assignment on Mr. Crane’s behalf.

For the reasons stated in the Petition, and pursuant to Rule 17(g) and   
A.R.S. § 14-1302(A)(2) and § 14-5304, the Court finds that it is the best interests of Mr. Crane to 
appoint a guardian ad litem to investigate and make recommendations to the Court regarding 
whether a guardian as counsel for Mr. Crane should be appointed in this matter.  

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that a guardian ad litem (“GAL”) be appointed to 
investigate and make recommendations to the Court as to Mr. Crane’s alleged incapacity and 
whether a guardian should be appointed in this matter. Upon receipt of this assignment the GAL 
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shall communicate with Plaintiff’s counsel so that the GAL understands the scope of the limited 
guardianship requested. The GAL shall interview Mr. Crane; obtain all pertinent records, 
including medical records; and determine the appropriate medical professional (physician, 
psychologist, RN) to evaluate Mr. Crane, if necessary. Mr. Crane shall provide the GAL with 
all information, including authorizations to obtain medical records, needed by the GAL for their 
investigation.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED setting a telephonic status conference for January 31, 
2014 at 8:30 a.m. (time allotted: 30 minutes) with Plaintiffs’ counsel and the GAL on behalf of 
Defendant Crane.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Counsel for the Plaintiffs is to initiate the telephonic 
conference by first arranging the presence of the GAL on the conference call and by calling this 
division (602-506-8311) promptly at the scheduled time.  All parties appearing telephonically 
must be joined in a single conference call and be prepared to hold until called to testify.  

The call should be placed from a telephone in an area with no background noise as this 
will prevent the parties from hearing the proceedings in the courtroom.  The call may not be 
placed from a vehicle.  Also, the use of cellular telephones to call into the hearing is strongly 
discouraged.

The Court is in receipt of Plaintiffs’ Motion for Stay of Proceedings, filed on November 
7, 2013.  No response has been received.  Good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED granting the Motion for Stay of Proceedings and this matter is stayed 
until further order of the Court.

ALERT:  The Arizona Supreme Court Administrative Order 2011-140 directs the Clerk's 
Office not to accept paper filings from attorneys in civil cases.  Civil cases must still be initiated 
on paper; however, subsequent documents must be eFiled through AZTurboCourt unless an 
exception defined in the Administrative Order applies.
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